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The effects of the Nov. 13 attempted coup continue to be felt within the armed forces and Peruvian
political circles. The leaders of the uprising have been formally charged with rebellion and are
scheduled for trial. Meanwhile, the government began to "monitor" news reports dealing with
the government or armed forces in an effort to reduce the flow of reports regarding widespread
discontent and divisions within the military. On Jan. 13, military prosecutor Alberto Lau formally
requested sentences of between six months and 15 years imprisonment for 17 of the 32 retired
and active-duty military officers involved in the failed Nov. 13 coup attempt. In addition, Lau
called for financial reparations totalling 26 million soles (US$15.6 million) to be imposed on the
rebels. The accused conspirators who face charges of rebellion against the constitutional order,
attempted assassination of the president, illegal weapons possession, insulting a superior and noncompliance with the administration of justice are scheduled for trial Jan. 25. In a televised message
filmed inside his prison cell the previous day, coup leader Ret. Gen. Jaime Salinas Sedo denied
charges that the putschists planned to assassinate Fujimori. He also reiterated that the uprising was
justified on the basis of the constitutional right to rebel against un-constitutional authority, and
that as such "we have not committed any crime." Fujimori has hinted at the possibility he might
grant the rebel leaders a pardon, but only after completion of the military trial, which he says will
serve to clarify the events and objectives of the uprising. Fujimori said that only the constituent
congress has the power to grant the coup leaders amnesty. The local media has continued to report
the presence of "growing discontent" among military officers, despite a declaration of military
and police loyalty to the President on Jan. 14 from Army commander and joint chiefs of staff head
(presidente del Comando Conjunto de las Fuerzas Armadas) Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza. The
discontent has been attributed to anger over the treatment of the 13 officers implicated in the Nov.
13 coup attempt. Hermoza rejected the news reports, saying "they [the media] don't want us to
achieve national pacification, they oppose the eradication of corruption and drugtrafficking...and we
say that their objectives will never be realized and that they will never be able to divide us or destroy
our institutions." In response to news reports of an uprising among members of the National
Police, on Jan. 16 Interior Minister Gen. Juan Briones said "there are information terrorists in the
country who are trying to destabilize national security." Briones added that press reports would
henceforth be monitored by the National Intelligence Service (SIN). Fujimori called the reports
"irresponsible journalism...which damages the country," and said the government would "closely
monitor this type of information" without in any way limiting freedom of expression. Press reports
indicated that a protest against low wages by 800 low-ranking police officers took place at a Lima
barracks Jan. 14. "It's true their salaries are low, but so are the salaries for teachers, doctors and
public servants, and reports of discontent within the police or of a second coup attempt are false,"
said Fujimori. Journalists and opposition politicians protested the government's move to "monitor"
news publications and broadcasts and said that a proposed clause in the new constitution listing
"apologizing" for terrorism as one of the restrictions on the right of freedom of speech is particularly
threatening to the country's basic human rights. In a televised interview Jan. 17, Ret. Gen. Gaston
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Ibanez told reporters that Fujimori's support among the armed forces has weakened due to his
"authoritarian and arrogant" manner. Specifically, Ibanez said that many members of the military
were "disgusted" by Fujimori's having questioned the contribution made by 18 retired generals
who protested against the government's treatment of the accused coup leaders. On Jan. 18, Fujimori
acknowledged "certain bad feelings" among some members of the armed forces because of the "the
supremacy of [civilian] political power over military power in Peru." Fujimori said the discontent is
in part due to the fact that civilian dominance over the military has not been fully exerted before.
(Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/11/93, 01/12/93, 01/15/93, 01/16/93, 01/18/93, 01/23/93; Agence
France-Presse, 01/13/93, 01/14/93, 01/16/93, 01/18/93, 01/20/93, 01/24/93; Notimex, 01/18/93)
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